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COLLECTION SUMMARY 
Creator: Massachusetts. Committee on Public Safety. 
Call Number: Ms. Coll. 106 
Extent: 4 boxes (3 linear feet) 
Preferred Citation Style: Folder Title, Box Number #. Massachusetts Committee on Public 
Safety Records. State Library of Massachusetts Special Collections. 
About This Finding Aid: Description based on DACS.  
Processed by: Finding aid prepared by Brenda Howitson, July, 1998; updated by Abigail 
Cramer, August, 2012. 
Abstract: This collection documents the work of the Massachusetts Committee on Public Safety, 
which was formed in 1917 in anticipation of the United States’ involvement in World War I; the 
Committee was charged with making sure that all existing military organizations in Massachusetts 
were fully equipped if called to service. 
 
SCOPE AND CONTENT 
The collection consists of documents from the Executive Committee and its various 
subcommittees, especially the Board of Food Administration. Information about Public Safety 
Committees in various local communities is also included.  Both original records of the Committee 
and its publications are contained in the collection. 
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HISTORICAL NOTE 
The Massachusetts Committee on Public Safety was formed in 1917 in anticipation of the United 
States’ involvement in World War I. On February 9, 1917, Governor Samuel McCall named 100 
citizens from every region of the state to serve on the Committee, with James J. Storrow 
appointed as chairman.  A Provisional Executive Committee began meeting immediately to make 
plans for the complete coordination of the resources of the state.  Substantial powers were given 
to the Executive Committee, and it directed and controlled the work of all branches of the 
organization.  On February 15, 1917, Henry B. Endicott was elected executive manager. The first 
task for the Committee was to see that all existing military organizations in Massachusetts were 
fully equipped for a possible call to service.  Various preparatory subcommittees were appointed, 
including Finance, Coordination of Aid Societies, Transportation, Food Production and 
Conservation, State Protection, Recruiting, Home Guards, and several others.  It soon became 
obvious that the assistance and cooperation of all communities in the state were needed, and 288 
communities formed subcommittees in cooperation with the Executive Committee.  The Food 
Production and Conservation Committee took an especially active role.  The administrator, Henry 
B. Endicott, was soon appointed Federal and State Food Administrator for Massachusetts.  The 
Food Administration Committee had a variety of duties, including regulation of food exports, 
arrangement of an equitable food distribution system within the United States, control of 
speculation and profiteering activities, and prevention of waste.  Along with its regulatory 
functions, education and publicity formed a large part of its work.  
 
In December, 1917, a collision between two ships in the harbor at Halifax, Nova Scotia resulted in 
a terrible explosion with great loss of life and property.  Governor McCall immediately appointed 
various members of the Public Safety Committee to the Massachusetts Halifax Relief Committee.  
This committee collected supplies and arranged transportation to Halifax; it later became active in 
the rehabilitation of those injured in the disaster and in the rebuilding of the city.  For more 
information on this aspect of the Committee’s work, researchers should consult the State 
Library’s Manuscript Collection 90, which consists of the records of this relief committee.  
 
In the two years that the Committee on Public Safety was in existence, its activities spanned all 
areas of the war effort at home.  The state government appropriated more than $1 million to fund 
its work.  On November 20, 1918, nine days after the armistice, Governor McCall presided over 
the last meeting of the committee.  For an extensive history of the Committee and its activities, 
researchers should consult George Hinckley Lyman’s The Story of the Massachusetts Committee 
on Public Safety, February 10, 1917 - November 21, 1918 (Boston: Wright & Potter Co., 1919). 
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ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION 
Arrangement 
The papers are arranged in their original order. 
 
Conditions Governing Access 
This collection is open for research during the Special Collections Department’s regular hours. 
 
Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use 
Copyright restrictions may apply. Requests for permission to publish material from this collection 
should be discussed with Special Collections staff. 
 
Languages and Scripts 
The materials are entirely in English. 
 
Related Materials 
The following collections may also be of interest: 
 Ms. Coll. 90 – Massachusetts-Halifax Relief Committee Records 
 
Container List 
 
Box # Folder # Folder Title Date 
1 1 General and Executive Committee: Minutes of 
meetings 
Feb., 1917 
1 2 Executive Committee: Minutes (5 folders) Mar. 1, 1917- 
Nov. 18, 1918 
1 7-8 Discharge of Committee by Governor McCall (2 
folders) 
20-Nov-18 
1 9-12 Harnden’s notes to accompany meetings (4 folders) Feb., 1917  
2 none Index to Harnden’s notes (by subject) ca. 1917 
1 13 Committee index and list of committees undated 
2 none Index of Committee members (by Committees) undated 
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1 14 Correspondence to and reports of Committee Feb.-Apr., 1917 
1 15 Correspondence and reports May, 1917- 
Mar., 1919 
1 16 Cities and towns in Massachusetts where Public 
Safety Committees have been formed 
undated 
1 17 List of chairmen of local Public Safety Committees May-Aug., 1917 
1 18 List of chairmen 27-Aug-17 
1 19 Members of local Public Safety Committees in 
Massachusetts, Abington-Freetown 
undated 
1 20 Members of local Public Safety Committees in 
Massachusetts, Gardner-Winchester 
undated 
1 20A Report of Committee on Public Safety, Taunton, 
Mass. 
17-Jan-18 
2 none Index of speakers and their assignments (by name) undated 
1 21 List of speakers in Massachusetts cities and towns, 
Dept. of Four Minute Men 
undated 
1 22 List of motor vehicles offered for emergency service undated 
1 23 Transcript of remarks at conference on Western 
Electric situation 
Nov., 1917 and  
Jan., 1918 
1 24 Reports of Executive Committee, Directory of firms in 
Zone 1 with addresses, etc. 
Mar. 17, 1917 and 
Nov. 1, 1917 
1 26 Bulletins of various sub-committees undated 
1 27 Committee on Commercial Economy: Minutes of 
meetings 
Jan.-Nov., 1918 
1 28 Committee on Commercial Economy: Hearing July 5, 1918 
1 29 Emergency Health Committee, Meeting, and 
statement concerning present influenza situation 
Oct. 30, 1918 
1 30 Board of Food Administration: Minutes July 18, 1917- 
Nov. 14, 1918 
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1 31 Board of Food Administration: Hearings on poultry 
and fish dealers 
1918? 
1 32 Food Administration suggestion book undated 
4 33 Publications of the Board of Food Administration: 
“Food Administration Bulletin” 
Jan., 1918-Jan., 
1919 
1 34-35 Board of Food Administration: public education 
materials (2 folders) 
undated 
1 36 U.S. Government Printing Office pamphlet, “Food 
Administration” 
undated 
1 37 Beef Committee, Minutes of meetings June 12- 
July 9, 1918 
1 38 Cheese Committee, Minutes of meeting May 13, 1918 
1 39 County Food Administrators, Minutes of meetings Feb. 21- 
May 2, 1918 
1 40 Fish and Poultry Committee, Minutes of meetings July 24- 
Sept. 19, 1917 
1 41 Fish and Poultry Committee: Minutes (3 folders) Sept. 21, 1917- 
June 28, 1918 
1 44 Board of Food Administration, Papers of Sub-
Committee on Food Production 
1917-1919 
1 45 Report of food production and conservation July 18, 1917 
1 46 Ice Committee, Minutes of meetings Apr. 22- 
Aug. 1, 1918 
1 47 Board of Food Administration, Resume of the work 
of the Division of Public Eating Places 
1917-1918 
3 to 4 none Scrapbook concerning the Board of Food 
Administration 
undated 
1 48 Committee on Recruiting, Minutes, correspondence, 
etc. 
Mar.- 
May, 1917 
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1 49 Woman’s Committee, U.S. Council of National 
Defense, Massachusetts Division, Correspondence, 
minutes, etc. 
May, 1917- 
Feb., 1919 
 
